
Emotions



What is the definition of emotions?

From Latin “movere” meaning to move. Includes 
feelings, passions, moods. An emotion usually 
consists of various internal feelings and external 
forms of behavior. We also address intuition, which 
is not emotion and not reason.



What are the primary emotions?





What are the primary emotions and what 
purpose do they serve?

• For our purposes, we will consider the following six as primary 
emotions: happiness, sadness, fear, anger, surprise, and 
disgust.

• So what purpose do they serve?



What are some non-primary (secondary, 
tertiary) emotions?







What is the commonsense view of 
emotions?

something happens ➠ we feel an emotion ➠ we have 
a physiological response



What is the James-Lange theory of 
emotions?

something happens ➠ we have a physiological 
response ➠ we feel an emotion 



What is the Cannon-Bard theory of 
emotions?

something happens ➠ we have a physiological 
response and we feel an emotion at the same time



What is Schachter-Singer theory of 
emotions?

something happens ➠ we think about what is 
happening ➠ we have a physiological response and 
we feel an emotion at the same time 



Which of the theories do you 
think is correct?


